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Passage 2  
 
No student of a foreign language needs to be 
told that grammar is complex. This complexity is 
inherent to all languages. All languages, even 
those of 'primitive' tribes, have grammatical 
structures. Grammar is universal and plays an 
important role in every language, no matter how 
widespread it is. So the question which has 
puzzled many linguists is -who created 
grammar? 
Many historical linguists have been able to trace 
modern complex languages back to earlier 
languages. However, to answer the question of 
how languages have been created, the 
researcher needs to observe how languages are 
started from scratch. 
Some of the most recent languages have been 
created because of the slave trade. Slaves from 
different nationalities and backgrounds had to 
work together. Since the slaves did not know 
each other’s languages, they developed a 
simple and temporary language called a Pidgin, 
consisting of a series of words copied from the 
language of the landowner. It had few 
grammatical structures, and in many cases it 
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was difficult for a listener to understand when an 
event happened, and who did what to whom. 
To make their meaning understood, speakers of 
a Pidgin needed to use many words where fewer 
would be enough. Interestingly, however, a 
Pidgin became a language when children were 
exposed to it at the time when they learned their 
mother tongues. Slave children did not simply 
copy the words of their parents or the 
landowners, but they adapted their words to 
create a new expressive language. The new 
language included standardized word orders and 
grammatical markers that existed in neither the 
Pidgin nor the language of the landowner. 
Complex grammar systems which have 
emerged from Pidgins are known as Creoles. 
Further evidence of this can be seen in studying 
sign languages for the deaf. Sign languages are 
not simply a series of gestures; they utilize the 
same grammatical structures that are found in 
spoken languages.  The creation of one such 
language was documented quite recently in 
Nicaragua.  
Previously, all deaf people were isolated from 
each other, but in 1979 a new sign language 
was introduced to schools for the deaf. Although 
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children were taught speech and lip reading in 
the classroom, in the playgrounds they began to 
invent their own sign system, using the gestures 
that they used at home. It was basically a 
Pidgin. Each child used the signs differently, and 
there was no consistent grammar. However, 
children who joined the school later developed a 
quite different sign language. Although it was 
based on the signs of the older children, the 
younger children's language was more 
understandable, and it utilized a large range of 
grammatical devices to clarify meaning. What is 
more, all the children used the signs in the same 
way. A new Creole was born. 
Some linguists believe that many of the world's 
most established languages were Creoles at 
first. Therefore, it would appear that even the 
most widespread languages were partly created 
by children. Children appear to have inborn 
grammatical capability in their brains. Their 
minds create logical, complex structures, even 
when there is no grammar available for them to 
copy. 
 
76. Paragraph 2, Line 3, from scratch is closest 
in meaning to …………. . 
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1) in simple cultures    2) from the very beginning 
3) by copying sth else 4) by using written 
information 
 
77. Paragraph 5, Line 8, consistent is closest in 
meaning to ……………… . 
1) natural 2) imaginable 3) predictable 4) uniform 
 
78. The most suitable title for this passage is 
…………… . 
 1) The grammar of Creole  
2) Creators of Grammar  
 3) Sign Languages for the Deaf 
4) Complexity of the Language 
 
79. The main idea of the passage is that …… . 
1) children have the mental capacity to create 
complex languages 
2) children’s grammars are only shaped by 
copying those of other people 
3) children’s Creoles were perfected by adults 
4) children prefer to imitate their own grammar 
rules 
 
80. It can be inferred from the passage that the 
slaves’ Pidgin language ………… . 
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1) was based on several different languages 
2) contained many complex grammatical points 
3) was difficult to understand even among 
slaves 
4) was created by landowners 
 
81. Which sentence is NOT true about the new 
Nicaraguan sign language? 
1) The language has been created since 1979. 
2) The language is based on speech and lip 
reading. 
3) The language included signs which children 
used at home. 
4) The language was perfected by younger 
children. 
 
82. We understand from the passage that ……..  
1) primitive languages have grammar structures 
2) the grammar of Pidgin is the same as the 
grammar of Creole 
3) complex grammatical structures have been 
later invented. 
4) some children are better at grammar than 
others 
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83. Which sentence is closest in meaning to 
“Grammar is universal and plays an important 
role in every language, no matter how 
widespread it is”? 
1) The grammar of all languages is the same, no 
matter where the languages evolved. 
2) Some languages include a lot of grammatical 
points, whereas other languages have a few. 
3) Languages which contain a lot of grammatical 
points are more common than languages that include 
a few. 
4) All languages, whether they are spoken by a 
few people or a lot of people, contain grammar. 
 
84. Which sentence is NOT a feature of the new 
Nicaraguan sign language? 
1) New gestures were created for everyday objects 
and activities. 
2) All children used the same signs to show meaning. 
3) The meaning was clearer than the previous sign 
language. 
4) The new sign language was on the basis of the 
older sign language. 
 
85. One can infer from Paragraph 6 that ………. . 
1) English was probably once a Creole 
2) learning a language is difficult 
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3) linguists have proven that English was created by 
children 
4) children are better at learning grammar than adults  
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